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Criminal Justice Reform Path Research in Texas
Even though the decarceration in Texas has resulted in a reduced prison population in the state and county prisons and jails, Texas still remains the highest incarcerator in the United States. Despite the criminal justice system’s attempt to create more ways to reduce the incarceration rates, there seems to be a problem with the design and implementation of systems that would work for the state. This report argues that, as part of the criminal justice reform path, the state needs to establish community-based and public health organizations that can help to address substance abuse and behavioral health problems. 
Several policies have been enacted, especially in 2019, to help Texas address the incarceration problem that has continued to persist for many years. This includes the HB 374 legislation, which sought to enhance the relationship between the defendant on community supervision and a supervision officer (Texas Criminal Justice Coalition, 2019). Other policies include HB 1070 and HB 2813 relating to mental health first-aid training and statewide behavioral health coordination, respectively (Texas Criminal Justice Coalition, 2019). Even though these measures are good, they can do very little to deal with the problem that continues to cost the state millions of dollars, yet, they can be handled outside the prison walls. 
The transactional cost of incarcerating prisoners in Texas, especially those with mental illness, drug or substance abuse problems, and other behavioral diagnoses have been increasing over the past years. Between 2005 and 2008, in Bexar County, Texas, the government spent $11 128 on every prisoner (Bexar County Healthcare Summit, 2014). For the financial year 2014, the average cost used to take care of an adult in Texas prison was $54.89 per day (Heisterman, 2020). This is different from the parole cost, which costs the government $4.04 for every adult per day (Heisterman, 2020). The cost of individual supervision per day in 2016 was $3.20 (Heisterman, 2020). The average daily cost used in taking care of the inmates who needed medical care in Texas prisons in 2014 was between $96 and $104, while the average daily cost of a psychiatric correctional facility cost $145 (Heisterman, 2020). In 2015, the Texas government used more than $1 million to take care of people across the different local jails (Heisterman, 2020). This value is set to continue increasing as the prison population continues to increase. In 2016, the budget allocated to the Texas Department of Criminal Justice was more than $3 billion (Heisterman, 2020). 
Based on the above statistics on the transactional cost associated with incarceration of inmates with drug abuse problems, mental illness, and other forms of behavioral diagnoses, taking care of prisoners within the prison walls is expensive and costing the government and taxpayers more than it should. Establishing community-based and public health institutions can help reduce the cost of incarceration, especially for people with behavioral diagnoses, including mental health and drug abuse problems. The government needs to establish measures and strategies that prioritize treatment over punishment. According to Heisterman (2020), inmates with mental illnesses can be exposed to situations that may exacerbate their conditions and danger to society. Heisterman (2020) explains that mentally ill inmates are more likely to have used drugs or experienced homelessness, or even survived other forms of abuse prior to their imprisonment. Therefore, when they are incarcerated, they tend to face more challenges that can make their conditions even worse (Heisterman, 2020). As such, establishing programs within the criminal justice system to help them recover instead of focusing on punishment would help reduce the government’s expenditure used on taking care of them in prisons while also reducing their recidivism level once they come back to society.

References
Baxar County Healthcare Summit. (2014, September). “Felony Drug Court: Current Status.”  University Health System (Online). https://www.universityhealthsystem.com/~/media/files/pdf/about-us/healthcare-summit/behavioralhealthandcriminaljusticesubstanceabuseposition.pdf?la=en
Heisterman, M. L. (2020). Texas Department of Criminal Justice and Local Criminal Justice Agencies. Hogg Foundation for Mental Health (Online). https://hogg.utexas.edu/texas-department-of-criminal-justice-and-local-criminal-justice-agencies
Texas Criminal Justice Coalition. (2019). 2019 Legislation: Safe diversion from incarceration & Support for community-based substance use and mental health treatment (Online). https://www.texascjc.org/2019-legislation-safe-diversions-incarceration-support-community-based-substance-use-and-mental

